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Press Release – September 2017
HENRIK EIBEN - Cornucopia

We are happy to announce the second solo show by HENRIK EIBEN at SCHWARZ CONTEMPORARY.

Henrik Eiben is known for his sculptures, installations, and drawings. In his second solo show at our gallery, the focus will be entirely on works on paper. The exhibition Cornucopia brings together twelve framed works, all of which Eiben made in 2017 in his studio in Hamburg. 

At first, visitors should tour the exhibition without paying any attention to the titles of the works. Eiben’s works have become surprisingly large, with strong and varied colours: especially the colourful, dense vertical format at the entrance area of the gallery fascinates beholders immediately. When looking at it, we get lost in the superimposed colour fields in various shades, we can identify frayed spots and try to capture with our eyes the long crayon lines drawn over the colour shapes painted with watercolours. 

Continuing the tour of the exhibition, we see that Henrik Eiben’s works will not tolerate any corrections. The works display an assured decisiveness, and although the brushwork is very controlled, the result appears surprisingly spontaneous and playful.
In the large landscape format Montauk Point, Eiben shows us nonchalantly how his watercolours work. Four colour shapes that are partially superimposed on one another mark the paper. They are simply four broad brushstrokes in four different colours: a block-like brushstroke of a darker brown is superimposed on a broad, light blue brushstroke and a drawn-out, reddish-brown one that seems a little grainy; additionally, they are flanked by a rather stiff-seeming smaller yellow colour field. Were the sun, sand, perhaps a dune and the sea a source inspiration here? The title Montauk Point suggests as much and causes our thoughts to drift to faraway places, and we need not necessarily dream of the village Montauk on Long Island to see a dune landscape bathed in light, with glittering water, before our inner eye.
When applying the paints, diluted with a lot of water, Eiben sometimes plays with chance. While the paints dry, pigments fall of, and the result are strangely shaped spots, as in Joker mentioned above, or in the blue-black-green work Cornucopia, which lends its title to the exhibition. Richness, abundance, opulence, rich colours, overlaps, exuberant, welling watercolours, swimming shapes. In the exhibition, Cornucopia and Perdu hang next to each other. Is there, in spite of the frames and their firm attachment to the wall, a mutual draught or breeze that is able to pull the colour fields from the works where the artist placed them, seemingly almost without having even touched the paper? 

Especially with respect to his works on paper, titles are significant for Henrik Eiben. “They can work parallel to the visual appearance and open up associations and thus encourage viewers to draw their own conclusions. […] The titles usually have a personal aspect for me, but they are not directly biographical […]. They shouldn’t narrow our view by giving too narrow a meaning - rather, they should open up spaces for thinking, and liberate our thoughts.” 

It is left to the beholders which spaces for thinking are opened by the titles of the works in this exhibition: Civil, Little Sister, Joker, Villain, Cornucopia, Montauk Point, Dog Days, Perdu, Suffering, Amy, Moku, Called you back.

Henrik Eiben was born in 1975 in Tokyo and lives with his family in Hamburg. From 1997 to 2002, he studied at the Academy of Visual Arts and Design in Enschede, the Maryland Institute College of Art in Baltimore (2001), and the Academy of Fine Arts in Karlsruhe, where he was taught by Silvia Bächli (2002 - 2004).
Everybody is very much invited to the opening reception of the exhibition on 7 September from 6 to 8 pm at the gallery, SCHWARZ CONTEMPORARY, Sander-straße 28, Berlin-Neukölln.
� Henrik Eiben in conversation with Clemens von Lucius, Henrik Eiben - Fab Lab, Clemens von Lucius (ed.), Berlin/ Bielefeld 2016, p. 45.





